
 

 

Understanding the US 

Nom de l’enseignant / Full name of the teacher : Ghislain Potriquet 

Type de cours / Course type and ECTS credits : 24 Hours  3  ECTS 

Cours magistral / lecture 

 

Langue d’enseignement /Language of instruction :   

Anglais / english   

 

Course description and objectives  

This series of twelve two-hour lectures will give students a solid background in the diplomatic 

history of the United States. Emphasis will be put on the domestic sources of U.S. foreign policy to 

better acquaint students with major themes in U.S. history and government. Primary source 

(historical) documents will be assigned regularly and used as a basis for stimulating class 

discussions. The implication of past events on contemporary developments (in Ukraine, China or 

the Middle East, among others) will be another discussion thread for this class. 

 

LECTURE TOPICS: 

 Colonial beginnings (1607-1776) 

 The diplomacy of Independence (1776-1783) 

 Parting ways: the Jay Treaty (1794-1795) 

 The birth of the “Western Hemisphere” : the Monroe Doctrine (1823) 

 Texas annexation, the Mexican-American War and the issue of slavery (1845-1848) 

 The burden of empire: the Spanish-American War (1898) 

 The world(view) of Woodrow Wilson (1913-1921) 



 How did the Cold War begin (1945-1969)? 

 How did the Cold War end (1969-1989)? 

 The problem with being a “hyper power” (1991-2001) 

 The aftermaths of 9/11 

Teacher 

Ghislain Potriquet 

 

Course outline 

non / no 

 

Modalités d’évaluation/Assessment 

mi-semestre: un examen écrit d’une heure, sans document autorisé, comptant pour 40% de la 

note finale. midterm: a one-hour closed-book written exam (40% of the final grade) 

examen de fin de semester : un exposé oral de trente minutes sur un thème défini au préalable 

final: a thirty-minute oral presentation prepared in advance (60% of the final grade) 
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