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« L’Europe étant une construction de l’esprit humain à partir d’une réalité géographique mal délimitée, il y a eu, depuis que les hommes réfléchissent, une immense variété d’Europes »
Jean-Baptiste Duroselle, L’idée d’Europe dans l’histoire (1965).


ABSTRACT
The idea of Europe has taken different forms throughout history. After the Second World War, these European projects inspired the creation of the first European institutions, marking the beginning of the European integration process that led to the advent of the European Union we know today. However, European integration is not a linear process: it faces resistance, crises, doubts and setbacks that needs to be analysed. Opponents of European integration challenge European institutions and policies, and even the European project itself, in contrast to those who support European unification. Euroscepticism takes many forms. The course presents a history of European integration through a perspective of opposition to Europe since 1945, based on the analysis of collective case studies and the study of sources. It relies on student participation and contribution, particularly through oral presentations.


OBJECTIVES
· Presenting, analysing and using a document to serve its argumentation
· Defining euroscepticism and its many forms
· Identifying the issues and discovering French and European academic works on the topic
· Understanding the history of European integration through a perspective of oppositions to Europe since 1945 and the contemporary challenges facing the European Union
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CALENDAR


Tuesday 13 January: Introduction of the course


Tuesday 20 January: Introduction: Historical perspective, issues, concepts and definitions. Euroscepticism in the early stages of European integration (1945-1954)
Reading: VARSORI, A., “Euroscepticism from a historical viewpoint: The need for further definition and a brief periodisation” in GUISO, A., Anti-Europeanism, populism and European integration in a historical perspective, Routledge, London, 2024.
Study case: The failure of the European Defence Community (1950-1954)


Tuesday 27 January: Contesting the European Communities (1950-1979)
Study case: The “empty chair crisis” and the European Communities in the 1960s Presentations:
· Fighting the European project: Communist parties in Western Europe (1950-1979)
· From Euroscepticism to Europeanism: The evolution of socialist parties from the 1950s to the 1970s


Tuesday 3 February: Towards the European Union (1979-1992)
Study case: The emerging issue of the democratic deficit of the European Communities Presentations:
· Contesting the European Communities in the European elections (1979-1989)
· Campaigning against the Treaty of Maastricht in France and Denmark (1992-1993)



Tuesday 10 February: The debates about enlargements and the European Constitution (1992-2005)
Study case: The failure of a “constitutional momentum” (1992-2005) Presentations:
· Opposing enlargements in the 2000s
· For a different Europe: Left-wing alter-Europeanism in the 2000s (1999-2009)

Tuesday 3 March: The Euro and the European Economic Crisis (2008-2014)
Study case: Contesting the single European currency: The euro in question Presentations:
· Greek opposition to European bailout and reform plans (2010-2015)
· The European public opinion on the Greek public debt crisis (2008–2015)


Tuesday 10 March: The rise and evolution of national-populist parties in Europe (2007-2024)
Study case: Euroscepticism in power in the Visegrad Group countries since 2010: The failure of enlargement?
Presentations:
· Radical right-wing parties and the 2015 European migration crisis
· From the “Front national” to the “Rassemblement national”: Mutations of the European programme of the French far-right party (2011-2024)


Tuesday 17 March: Conclusion - Threats and challenges facing the European Union
Study case: The national-populist forces contesting the European order since 2024: An existential threat facing the European Union?


Tuesday 24 March: Final examination. Feedback.
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Assessment methods
The course is assessed on a continuous basis. The final mark is calculated as the average of three marks, each weighted equally:
· A mark for an oral presentation, prepared and delivered in front of the class, either individually or in pairs, on a topic chosen at the beginning of the semester.
· A mark assessing a written examination, including questions on the course and questions to analyse one document about an issue discussed in class.
· A mark rewarding the student's commitment throughout the course, in particular their involvement and the relevance of their participation in group study.


· Oral presentation
Duration: 20-25 minutes maximum (more or less 10%, failure to adhere to the time limit will be penalised in the assessment)
The presentation should shed light on and analyse the event or issue in question in the context of the course, providing a historical overview of opposition to European unification. Who are the key players? What are their strategies? What are the consequences, and what will be remembered and passed on to future generations?
Efforts to synthesise, structure and analyse the overall picture will be valued, as will the ability to support the argument with a concrete and well-argued study. The selection and study of relevant sources (written, photographic, radio, audiovisual, etc.) to support the argument are essential. Presenting and analysing documents used in the presentation are important.
Following the oral presentation, there will be a 10-minute discussion to answer questions and engage in debate. The presentation material may be shared with the whole class via the Moodle online platform. Please send your presentation materials (pdf, ppt) to hmoritz@unistra.fr before the start of your presentation.


· Written examination Duration: 1 hour
This written examination will include questions testing knowledge of the course and questions to analyse one document about an issue discussed in class.


· Class participation
The class participation will evaluate your involvement in the course by questioning after presentations, participating in the collective case studies and in the discussion.
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