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Résumé : 

The course deals with the role of multilateralism as a new form of managing International Relations in the 

20th and 21rst Century. It will first deal with the factors of globalization and their impact on the 

development of international and regional Organizations. The first part will then focus on the system of 

economic and political International Organizations (UN, IMF, GATT etc.) and on regional organizations in 

Europe, Asia, Africa and Latin America set up between 1945 and 1989. The second part will analyze the 

changes in the international order post-Cold War and their effect on multilateralism from 1990 to 2020. It 

will analyze the US position as a hyperpower in International Organizations and deal with conjunctural and 

structural problems of the UN system. But it will also focus on European multilateralism and the role of the 

EU in contemporary International Relations. The course is based on an interactive approach including 

student presentations of case-studies and a professionalizing element which will involve simulations on 

contemporary international problems.     

Plan de cours : 
I. INTRODUCTION: MULTILATERALISM, GLOBALIZATION AND REGIONALISM

1. Multilateralism in the 20th and 21rst Century: a new form of managing International Relations

2. The factors of globalization: economic, cultural, media, religion

3. Multilateralism and International organizations

4. Multilateralism and regional organizations

II. INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS POST 1945

1. The setting-up and functioning of international economic organizations and international forums

(IMF, World Bank, Gatt, G7)

2. The creation of the UN system

3. Opposition against multilateralism: anti-globalization mouvements

III. REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

1. Regional organizations in Africa, Asia, Latin America

2. Regional European Organizations

3. NATO: the Western defense organization

IV. THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM POST 1989

1. The WTO: an undemocratic organization?

2. The UN: between structurel and conjunctural problems

3. The US as a hyperpower in IR
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V. THE UN SYSTEM POST 1989  

1. The World Health organization (WHO)  

2. UNESCO 

3. The UN collective security system    
 

VI. EUROPEAN MULTILATERALISM AFTER 1989  

1. The European Union: a multilateral actor? 

2. Foreign and Security Policy of the EU 

3. The EU versus other European Organizations: OSCE/Council of Europe 

4. EU macro-regional strategies 

 

VIII. MULTILATERALISM IN INTERNATIONAL CRISES 

1. The challenges of multilateralism in economic crises 

2. Multilateral tools for international conflicts: NATO: a multilateral actor? 

3. The challenge of the migration crisis  

4. The challenge of the terrorist crisis  

 
VIII. CASE-STUDY AND CONCLUSION 

1. Simulation game on a UN Security Council meeting 
2. Which lessons from regional and international cooperation? 
3. Which perspectives for multilateral cooperation?  

 

Bibliographie :  

ADDA, J., La mondialisation dans l’économie, Paris, la Découverte, 1996. 
BAYLIS, J., SMITH, S., OWENS, P. (ed.), The Globalization of World Politics: An Introduction 
to International Relations, Oxfors University Press, 2016 
BOUCHARD, C., PETERSON, J., TOCCI, N. (ed.), Multilateralism in the 21st Century. Europe’s quest for 
effectiveness, Routeledge, 2015 
BOURANTONIS, D., IFANTISN, K., (ed.), Multilateralism and Security Institutions in an Era of Globalization, 
Routeledge, 2007 
DUROSELLE, J.B., Histoire diplomatique de 1919 à nos jours, Paris, 1997 
DUROSELLE, J.B., Tout empire périra. Théorie des relations internationales, Paris, Colin, 1992 
FAURE, J./PROST, Y., Relations internationales. Histoire, questions régionales, grands enjeux, 
Paris, Ellipses, 2008  
GERBET, P., MOUTON, M.R., GHEBALI, V.Y., Le rêve d'un ordre mondial, de la SDN à l'ONU, Paris, 1996 
HURRELL, A., “One world, many worlds: the place of regions in the study of international society”, 
International Affairs, 83:1, 2007, pp.127-146. 
KEOHANE. R., O., “Multilateralism: An Agenda for Research”, International Journal, 45, 1990, pp.731-764. 
KISSACK, R., The European Union, International Organisations and the Politics of Decision Making, 
Palgrave, 2010 
MAUREL, Ch. Histoire des relations internationales depuis 1945, Paris, Ekkipses, 2010 
MOREAU, DEFARGES, P., Les grands concepts de la politique internationale, Paris, Hachette, 1995  
MOUGEL, F.Ch., Histoire des relations internationales, Paris, Ellipses, 2013. 



 

Sciences Po Strasbourg - 7 rue de l’Ecarlate 67082 Strasbourg 

RUGGIE, J.G. (ed.), Multilateralism Matters – The Theory and Praxis of an Institutional Form, New York, 
Columbia University Press, New York, 1993. 
SCHECHTER, M. (ed.), Future Multilateralism. The Political and Social Framework, Palgrave, 1999 
SENARCLES (de), P., La mondialisation. Théories, enjeux, débats, Paris, Colin, 2002. 

 

Contact : 

Birte.wassenberg@unistra.fr 


	I. INTRODUCTION: MULTILATERALISM, GLOBALIZATION AND REGIONALISM
	II. INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS POST 1945
	III. REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
	IV. THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM POST 1989
	V. THE UN SYSTEM POST 1989
	VI. EUROPEAN MULTILATERALISM AFTER 1989

